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Her hour, and increase in strength, as the season?
advances. They generally, however, set in about ia
o'clock, gradually freshen after noon, and subside in
the evening, when, after a short calm, a north-easterly
wind springs up and continues during the night to be
again succeeded by the sea breeze of the following
day. Occasionally, at the commencement of the hot
season, the north-easterly wind subsides early in the
morning, and there is an interval of one or two hours'
duration, during which the atmosphere is still and
sultry until the approach of the sea breeze.
The heat is scarcely ever felt to be oppressive
within doors; and is certainly much less so than what
is experienced during the summer months at the Cape
of Good Hope. Solar radiation, however, is very in-
tense, especially during March and April; and con-
sequently exposure to the direct influence of the
noon-day sun is both unpleasant to the feelings, and
prejudicial to the health. The nights are never close
or hot, but are invariably cool and refreshing.
The air attains its greatest degree of heat in
April, and of dryness in March. In April, an increase
of humidity is perceptible, both by the sensations and
by the indications of the moistened thermometer; and
towards the end of the month, and in the early part
of May, the sky is frequently chequered with clouds,
and there are occasional short, but heavy, thunder
showers, usually occurring at one of the principal
lunations, which serve to reduce and equalize the
temperature. During the latter half of May, the sky
is generally clear or partially clouded during the
day; but towards sun-set thin mists and fogs begin